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	Research done since 1971 to 2013 indicates that Bangladesh suffers from absolute poverty. However, with time the government has been able to eradicate poverty by applying some strategies to reduce the same. Reducing poverty has been made possible through the application of the First Millennium Development Goal in 2013. As from the research done, in 1971 it indicated that 71 percent of people in Bangladesh were living below the poverty line. Some of the causes of the same include inflation which was followed by drought, independence war in 1971, political turmoil between1955 to 1977 and drought and famine in 1974. Although the levels of poverty have reduced drastically over the years, the levels still remain alarming in the region (Bashar & Rashid, 2012). In 2005 the number of people living under absolute poverty was discovered to be 4.4 million. Even though the percentage of hardcore poverty decreases in rural and national level, the same increases by 4.5 percent in urban areas. 
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Figure 1: Absolute poverty in Bangladesh from 1971 to 2013
	Some of the trends justifying absolute poverty in Bangladesh include international poverty index and incidence of poverty released by educational statistics and ownership of land. Later in 2012, the level of absolute poverty decreased by 43.3 percent which was a great improvement when compared to the decrease in the level of poverty in 1984 which was at 60.57 percent. This research indicates that the level of poverty today is still high and many people in Bangladesh are still facing many problems. According to Bashar & Rashid (2012), also, in the same year research indicated that 77 percent of people in the region earn less than $2 a day a situation that only improved by 16 percent from 1984 to 2012.
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Figure 2: Bangladesh income from 1977 to 2012
Economic Pillar
Relationship between poverty and economy in Bangladesh
	There is much relationship between poverty and the economy of a country. Narrowing down to Bangladesh, poverty has indeed affected the economy of the country. One of the effects of poverty in Bangladesh is the lack of economic prosperity. Lack of economic prosperity results from inadequate resources to start even small businesses in the country (Uddin et al., 2014). Instead what the citizens of the country do is sit back and die in poverty since they do not have the essentials to start even the small-scale businesses. Many people since 1971 have complained to the government of Bangladesh but the government has nothing to do since the country has been living in absolute poverty for a long time. However, since 2013 there has been a tremendous change in terms of economic development and thus business people in the country have started small businesses now and there at the same time combating other factors such as insecurity in the region. Lack of economic prosperity has thus lead to international bodies such as the Red Cross to come in and try to combine efforts with the government to help in the same. Nowadays the government is being able to finance small-scale business people by giving them loans that they can be able to pay after investing. With such efforts, the economy of Bangladesh has started to revive and there are hopes that it will stand on its own feet in the nearby future.
	The other economic effect of poverty in Bangladesh is the costs associated with the same resulting in adverse effects in low productivity, health and rise in crime rates in the country. Most of the neighborhoods in Bangladesh have become very insecure and thus citizens have incurred an undeniable cost from the same. However, the government is taking the appropriate precautions to ensure that such costs are reduced to the minimum levels possible. Such costs have also been fought from various dimensions since they usually lead to reduced workforce participation in the economy and low graduation rates (Kar & Jacobson, 2012). In this case, there needs to have the introduction of economic measures that will ensure that such costs are reduced and matters concerning health and productivity are catered. If the appropriate measures are not taken, then Bangladesh will continue to experience a huge number of deaths in the country due to malnutrition which when looked using the right angle results from poverty. On the other hand, productivity is likely to increase as long as the right steps are taken.
	Human capital development has also been inhibited by poverty in Bangladesh. In most of the circumstances bringing in skilled labor in the market is usually hard due to poverty. This comes from the fact that when poverty is in place there are no sufficient resources to support such training to impart people with skills. Hence, people continue being poor and cannot secure any job even overseas simply because they have no skills required. For that reason, the country has continued to thrive in poverty simply because the citizens have no skills to engage in any productive economic activity (Uddin et al., 2014). Despite the efforts, the government has tried in order to have a well-endowed workforce, still there exists a big challenge in dealing with the same. Also, lack of adequate human capital development has led to the low gross domestic product since even though there are industries in the country, people around have no skills to work in the same country. This aspect has become a major problem for the people and the government of Bangladesh. In addition to this, research has put it clear that insecurity in the region also contributes to low human capital development since most of the infrastructure to train people and impart them with the right skills get destroyed during the now and then wars. However, there is some hope that by 2020 the aspect of the inadequate workforce due to poverty will have been reduced if not eliminated at all.
	When a lot of people are unemployed the government usually has a huge burden in helping the same people. The same case applies in Bangladesh due to the high level of poverty. Many people in the country rely on government help an aspect that has made the government to almost exhaust its resources in helping its citizens. At the end of the day, the government experiences a decrease in economic output since most of the resources have been directed to the citizens. For instance, instead of allocating the available resources to development projects such as roads and industries that will, in turn, employ many people, at the end of the day the same resources are directed towards food and shelter of the people. Such allocation of funds does not in any way contribute to economic development and thus the government will have to do so until people become employed and be able to cater to their needs (Bashar & Rashid, 2012). This has become a great problem in Bangladesh since 1971 up to date but chances are high that it may come to an end in the nearby future.
	Nevertheless, despite having the aforementioned economic effects of poverty in Bangladesh, the country also faces other impacts in other spheres of life. According to Kar & Jacobson (2012), other areas that the effects of poverty are felt include the social and environmental areas. For that reason, this becomes a clear justification that a lot needs to be done since the suffering is all over both to the people in Bangladesh and the environment.
Environmental Pillar
The relationship between poverty and environment in Bangladesh
	Poverty in Bangladesh has also lead to severe effects on the environment. One of the effects that are evident since 1971 up to date is deforestation; many trees in the country have been cut by the people as a way to earn a living. Although the community is aware of the effects of deforestation, they still have nothing to do and yet they want to put food on the table. At the end of the day, the environment in Bangladesh is taking a heavy blow and this has led to reduced rainfall in the region. With the continued deforestation the situation is even getting worse and since there are no more trees left people are just languishing in poverty (Satterthwaite et al., 2013). This is an aspect that has led to most parts of the country being declared as a desert.
	Air pollution is another effect of poverty in Bangladesh. As mentioned before, poor people sometimes lack the required information on the effects they pose to the environment when they misuse the existing resources. In addition, how people in Bangladesh engage in production activities is very alarming that they don’t care about the environmental impact they are posing themselves to. According to Satterthwaite et al. (2013), air pollution in most cases comes from harmful gases emitted from the industries and afterward affecting both plants and animals in the region. In turn when people consume the same animals get infected with diseases thus showing the seriousness of the pollution that is taking place. Most poverty-stricken homes utilize fossil fuels as the main source of energy. Therefore, burning firewood or charcoal results in the emission of carbon dioxide which is the main greenhouse gas. Also, indoor air is polluted while burning these charcoal or firewood where most children and women are exposed to the fumes that later on result in health complications.
	Poverty in Bangladesh has also lead to poor water management. When the moment water is mismanaged many undesirable things happen. For instance, the soil is deprived the important nutrients, living things in the water bodies get killed and this same water becomes harmful for human consumption (Satterthwaite et al., 2013). Despite the efforts that have been taken by the government to educate people on proper water management, citizens in this region continue to misuse water due to poverty. Poor sanitation in poor regions and slums is a contributing factor to water pollution where human waste and other waste products are poorly disposed of. This occurs because waste management in this region is very poor and when it rains, run-off water carries waste into mainstreams and rivers polluting the water system. Lack of option, in this case, is the hindering factors. Additionally, fishing is a source of nutrient and income for many families in Bangladesh. Poverty results in overfishing in order to earn income and feed the families, hence, some species are becoming extinct but most of the poor families do not know and are mostly concerned with making ends meet at the cost of the marine and freshwater fishery.
	Another effect of poverty on the environment is much pressure placed on the existing resources by the uncontrollable human population. Despite the reality that Bangladesh is among the poorest countries in the world, this does not inhibit people from getting children and thus the population increasing. Hence at the end of the day, it becomes impossible for the environment to support the existing population. This is where the community starts to experience what is now commonly known as global warming (Haque, 2012). The environment becomes inhabitable since human beings have already exhausted the available resources.
Poverty also contributes to extensive farming in the rural area in Bangladesh whereby poor farming techniques are used in crop production, therefore, more land is cleared to create space for farming. Most poverty-stricken farmers are not aware of modern and effective farming, hence the soil is subjected to harmful environmental forces where the soil loses its fertility and soil erosion of the top layer of soil required for farming (Haque, 2012). Another effect of poverty is an overpopulation in urban areas where people reside in slums. These shanty residents are characterized by poorly built houses which are vulnerable to fires. These housings are cheaper thus affordable for poor people. They are also congested with poor sanitation systems which result in pollution of the environment.
Poverty also contributes to global warming and extreme climatic changes. When poverty-stricken areas cut down trees to create more land for farming and housing without replanting trees, the positive effects of trees in the reduction of carbon into the atmosphere is lost. As a result, the ozone layer is depleted and greenhouse gases accumulation in the atmosphere rises. Sea levels begin to rise and climate becomes unpredictable. For instance, abnormal flooding occurs the flooding are catastrophic and destroys people poorly structured homes, crops are destroyed, economic dealings are disrupted, life is lost and diseases occur. Bangladesh has a history of catastrophic flooding which submerges most of the land. Another issue that poverty contributes to is aridity and drought in Bangladesh due to the clearing of the forest cover.  According to Satterthwaite et al. (2013), drought regions occupy nearly a third of Bangladesh area. Drought has caused damage of crops while aridity results in land degradation making farming difficult and unprofitable. Irrigation of lands has helped but groundwater volumes are decreasing slowly. 
Social Pillar
The relationship between poverty and social factors in Bangladesh
Disabled individuals are among the most disadvantaged people in society. Poverty can result in disabilities when medical care to minimize effects are not acquired and people with disabilities are considered as a group living in severe poverty. This group is associated with poverty as most of them cannot access schools are mostly illiterate, also acquiring employment is difficult for the disabled people hence, they mostly beg and depend on other family members for support. Additionally, women and children with disabilities are more susceptible due to abandonment by their families, dowry issues, divorce and domestic threats (Banks, 2012). Poverty in Bangladesh especially in rural areas has caused the children to stay at home rather than attending school. Majority of the rural residents can barely make enough income to facilitate education of their children. Therefore, instead of children studying they start working to assist the family in attaining the basic needs. Poverty in Bangladesh does not allow its future generation to the positive impacts of formal education. As a result, they cannot acquire basic skills that can transform their lives. The desire to study is within the civilians but extreme poverty makes it difficult to access and attend schools. Some students are forced to drop out of school especially the boy. However, school participation has increased with the girl's child education participation being higher than of the boys.
Moreover, poverty is linked to drug and substance abuse. This is because people living in poverty are most likely to suffer and struggle with alcohol and smoking. According to Nicholls et al. (2016), financial struggles are what links poverty to drug abuse in poverty-stricken communities in Bangladesh. Poverty contributes to the development of drug addiction because it raises stress level among low-income families. Stress is a key risk factor for drug abuse and relapse after a successful treatment. Individuals living in poverty are constantly worrying about how to make ends meet, how to provide shelter, food and other fundamental needs results in stress. Therefore, people turn to drugs to escape these problems. Another way poverty has increased substance abuse in rural districts in Bangladesh is through the feeling of hopelessness and reduced social support. Thus, poverty results in addiction when low-income individuals want to escape the pressure and low living conditions they are faced with where no hope is present that their luck will change. Also, children in poverty-stricken homes can also indulge in drug addiction at a tender age
Poverty results in reduced and delayed access to medical care. This is because most hospitals are either far away from the families or the expenses are high. As a result, most poor families turn to traditional herbs for treating ailments. Additionally, poverty causes increased childbirth even in adolescents, this is because the citizens are no aware of contraceptives. Poverty also contributed to a lack of knowledge about sexually transmitted diseases in poverty stricken areas, children did not access the required vaccination, women and babies were at risk during childbirth in case of a complication. According to Chowdhury et al (2013), Bangladesh government has taken measures to address this issue and create awareness where women in rural areas are enrolled in programs that educate them on family planning, the need for antenatal and postnatal cares and how to provide nutrition diets for their families. Moreover, women can give birth in public hospitals for free and life expectancy at birth has risen, the population is educated on how to avoid certain diseases.
Increased crime levels are another impact of poverty, this is because individuals in poor regions in Bangladesh need money to sustain their basic need and unemployment rate is high. Street children in Bangladesh are also taking part in organized criminal activities. For instance, in Dhaka, the poverty stricken urban regions people stay in informal communities known to be breeding areas of evil (Pryer, 2017). Additionally, organized crime syndicates in Bangladesh take advantage of poverty to hire adolescents and street children who cannot access their basic needs to carry out their activities such as selling drugs and firearms so that they can earn a living. Street children population in Bangladesh is high, these children live in extreme poverty who are forced into working to attain their basic needs. 
Dhaka is known for the prevalence of organized crime groups who hire children who occupy the least echelon of the mastaan group and later forced into committing a crime. According to Pryer (2017), the slums, land rights are not safeguarded hence, children are employed to terrorize landlord to give up their land rights to the crime groups. Teenagers from poor homes have been hired as contract killers by the mafia groups in Bangladesh. People from rural areas migrate into urban areas in search for work, due to poverty they occupy the slums which crime mafia control. When formal employment is unavailable they become criminal members of mastaan where they earn money by terrorizing the community. 
Dr. Yunus Strategies of Poverty Reduction
Dr. Mohamed Yunus helped in reduction of poverty in Bangladesh by introducing his idea on microcredit to the poor people to help them grow and develop their private businesses whereby the poor and women could get loans to start up their own business. According to Bateman (2014), this idea did not use the lack of collateral among the poor as a means to avoid allocating loans. Bangladesh citizens were suffering from the huge interests placed on the loans they acquired such that they were unable to save. Therefore, Yunus idea of loaning the poor people helped in reducing poverty because the citizens were able to set up business and pay their debts without worry of accumulations of the loans due to the interest. The loans issued by Dr. Mohamed to the poor and especially the women were interest-free. However, Yunus personal loans to the citizens were faced by a challenge that only would  help a few and the majority of people stricken by poverty would not be attended. Most of the money Yunus loaned was given to the women this is because their entrepreneurial abilities were more prominent than money loaned to men. Moreover, the positive change that when socially and economically disadvantaged women were loaned and they improved their children’s and husband’s livelihood faster than most of the men in their society.
To reach a larger population and empower low-income individuals by assisting them in participating in entrepreneurial activities he approached a bank and later on founded his own bank. He also advocated for informal or the grey economy among the poor people and job creation rather than job seeking.  After a lengthy negotiation with the bank, Yunus idea to loan unemployed and underemployed people was accepted but he had to act as an intermediary and fill the necessary forms as well act as the guarantor. The loans were then awarded to the society reaching more potential people living in poverty. According to Yunus, these loans were their only chance to change their living conditions and sustain their basic needs. Dr. Mohamed Yunus created his bank the Grameen Bank which was set out to help the poor people in Bangladesh. Grameen Bank gave small loans to women and men in rural districts to promote entrepreneurship (Roodman & Morduch, 2014). Its main benefactors were the women and the bank forsake the use of collateral and majority of the people loaned paid back the given loans indicating they had successfully used the capital to start a business.
Mohamed Yunus idea focused on minimizing indoor air pollution to break the poverty cycle. The poor people depend entirely on fossil fuels for energy and light, these compounds release greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide that pollutes their indoor air. Moreover, cleaner fuels are not available and their prices are high and hence, people cannot afford them. Through the Yunus Innovative Challenge, students would study poverty-stricken areas and assess the indoor air pollution and start generating remedies for these homes. Additionally, Dr. Yunus empowered people to develop a business that environmentally friendly. Through some of the social business, solar power was introduced in rural homes, which minimized the use of fossil energy (Bateman, 2014). As a result, the interior air was cleaner reducing the occurrence of airborne diseases.
Grameen Bank role in poverty reduction
Grameen Bank stands by the idea that the borrowers have knowledge of what is best for them. Microcredit program is one way the bank has helped the poor alleviate their living conditions. Therefore, it has helped a lot of women whom traditional customs and duties limit them in employment sector by introducing microcredit to rural areas. Through the small loans, the people would apply and advance their indigenous skills to generating income. Grameen Bank played a role in poverty reduction by empowering women into taking entrepreneurial activities which helped them in improving the overall community (Hossain, 2013). Once the people come up with income generating ideas they are given loans and can also acquire the seasonal loan to grow their informal economy. Also, Grameen Bank also mobilized the poor and created financial and social situation after the residents identified non-farming business idea. In addition, in finances, the bank also educated the locals on how to improve their financial and social life.
Grameen Bank contributed to the education of underprivileged, for instance, it held seminars to train women on nutrition, childcare and maternal health to help them in accessing the fundamental health care. According to Hossain (2013), another means Grameen Bank played in minimizing poverty is loaning underprivileged individuals centered on a group responsibility. This was to minimize the loan risks of borrower’s inability to apply the loan agreement. Access capital by people would depend on the group’s settlement behavior. This approach would help enforce and supervise the contracts as well as identifying borrowers who were using credit for positive activities. In addition, to lending capital, Grameen Bank emphasized saving where their clients were required to save a set limit of capital every week. Grameen Bank opened about 1039 branches in Bangladesh which had reached to numerous villages and through the promotion of saving, its members had a total of over 218 million dollars’ savings by 1993. Also, the loan settlement rates had risen to 90 percent.
Grameen Bank demonstrated great success in poverty reduction in Bangladesh, it empowered the villager and educated them on the importance of saving and how to venture in other non-farming businesses. It also established programs in which the local can take part which benefit the individuals at a household level, such programs include accumulation of employment assets, and alternative income sources such that they did not rely on farming alone, education of the children and use of contraceptives. The program involvement resulted in proper nutrition in most homes, women participation in entrepreneurship, school education of female children, access to clean drinking water, proper sanitation and building of washrooms. Besides these positive achievements, the income earned by the villagers was increased (Roodman & Morduch, 2014).
Social business in Bangladesh
Social business role in poverty reduction is by focusing on issues related to poverty and promoting innovation among the rural areas to fight poverty. Social business model ranged from education to sanitation. Grameen Bank and Dr. Mohamed Yunus encouraged people into setting up social business that is environmentally friendly. The rural area's environment was improved by the establishment of solar power in homes, provision of clean drinking water and sanitation was sustained by the building of toilets in the rural areas.  Grameen Veolia venture developed water plants to supply treated water to the residents. Women were educated through Grameen bank on contraceptives, nutrition and childcare, and education of girl-child was promoted raising their participation in schools (Yunus, 2017). Grameen Bank has served about nine million women every year and provided loans that have helped them improve their economic status in the society.
Additionally, social business has reduced poverty levels in Bangladesh by selling nutritious yoghurt to the poor home to prevent nutritional deficiency, especially in children. This initiative was funded by Grameen Bank and Danone food company. These yoghurts are also affordable by numerous low-income homes. According to Yunus (2017), social business helped in poverty reduction was a joint venture between Grameen Bank and BASF to p[roduction of affordable products such as mosquito nets for families living in areas susceptible to malaria, to reduce nutritional deficiency micronutrients sachet were also manufacture to supplement the families food. 
In conclusion, Bangladesh is a nation that has experienced high rates of poverty, the majority of poor people were in rural areas but due to employment or searching for a better life people have migrated into urban areas and reside in poor communities. In order to survive the harsh condition, the president actions have contributed to environmental issues in the nation. Moreover, social issues have also developed due to poverty.  Social sustainability ensures the citizen is empowered and educated in order to reduce poverty, social business help in improving the community and its people’s life where they can access the basic resources. Environment conservation and the introduction of alternative cleaner fuel has reduced poverty. Through loaning the poor and women they are able to start up their own business to help improve their family and the community in general. Education and creating awareness has also helped in reducing poverty and encouraging engagement in entrepreneurship. However, after Bangladesh attained independence Yunus went back home and begun helping the poor to improve their living conditions. He introduced microcredit and Grameen which has collaborated with numerous agencies to help people. The government has to continue to empower its people and educate them on how to fight poverty. Dr. Yunus ideas have been successful in poverty reduction not in Bangladesh only but the entire world where nations implement his ideas to fight poverty. Also, it should ensure strategies that will assist in the maintenance of sustainable resources are implemented.
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